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(Desired Behavior of Government officials about their Positions

and Resources: A Study in Context of three Important Aspects of

the Teachings and Conduct of the Prophet
Tt i
"G et A TS

ABSTRACT

Teachings and biographies of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
and his rightly guided caliphs are perfect examples for the people from all
walks of life. They have also complete light and guidance for those holding
public offices. This paper studies the three important aspects of teachings
and conduct of Prophet Muhammad and his companions to seek guidance
for government officials about their responsibilities regarding relevant
positions and resource. It argues that if the government officials follow the
teachings and Sirah of the Prophet and his rightly guided caliphs; keep the
concept of accountability in their mind; avoid the love of wealth and
possessions; adopt asceticism; keep in mind the teachings of the Prophet
and the Righteous Caliphs regarding justice, honesty and accountability;
keep an eye on the Hereafter and be free from the lust for worldly wealth
and glory for the sake of higher goals; adopt justice and refrain from
dishonesty; keep reviewing their deeds and show the same kind of
responsibility in the use of government positions and resources as the
Companions of the Prophet, especially the Rightly Guided Caliphs did,
they and their institutions and the entire nation will prosper and become as
ideal as the Muslims of the early centuries. The article concludes that the
referred teachings and conducts, if observed, can lead the government
official of our time towards excellent moral values of self-accountability,
abstinence and honesty. And these values have a key role in making a
society and its individuals successful and prosper.
Keywords: Gowvt. officials, responsibilities, desired behavior, Sira of the
Prophet, Righteous Caliphs, three aspects
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"So unpretentious was he that he receive from his

companions no special mark of reverence, nor would he

accept any service from his slave which he could do

himself. Often and often indeed was he seen in the

market purchasing provisions; often and often was he

seen mending his clothes in his room, or milking a goat

in his courtyard. He was accessible to all, and all
times.®
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(2)  Gustav Weil, Trans; Khuda Bakhsh :History of Islamic peoples
(Calcutta: University of Calcutta press, 1914),YV .
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"In all his dealings he was fair and upright and as he
grew in years his honorable bearing won for him the title
of Al-Ameen" the faithful."®
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(5) William Muir, Mahomet and Islam: A sketch of the prophet's life

from original sources, and a brief outline of his religion (London: The
religious tract society, 1887), 19.
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